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and versatility of his mind excite wonder and admiration. The first 
five papers in the volume are abstract discussions in the realm of higher 
mathematics and demonstrate that Professor Smith abandoned the 
certainty of a brilliant mathematical career in order to enter upon his 
work in Semitics. In the biblical essays we see a marked development 
from the cautious and non-committal attitude toward the results of 
historical criticism of his early years to an outspoken confidence in and 
advocacy of critical methods in his maturer life. It follows, therefore, 
that many of the essays are of direct value only to those who are in the 
same general stage of mental and spiritual progress as the writer was at 
the time of their composition. They do not make any contribution to 
the sum of existing knowledge at this day, valuable as they were for 
the generation to which they were addressed. The essay on "A Journey 
in the Hejaz" is one of the few that have permanent value, for it is a 
record of travels and observations in a little-known section of Arabia 
by one who was pre-eminently qualified to observe and record. 

The two volumes together furnish an excellent objective account of 
the life of W. Robertson Smith and they also give as a consequence a 
clear view of the theological situation in his day in the Free Church of 
Scotland and many interesting glimpses of the theologians and ecclesias- 
tics contemporary with him. 

J. M. Powis Smith 

University of Chicago 
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This volume is one of the series in which Harnack's Dogmenge- 
schichte, Holtzmann's Neutestamentliche Theologie, Smend's Alttest. 
Religionsgeschichte, and De la Saussaye's Lehrbuch der Religionsgeschichte 
were published, and it is well worth the recognition thus accorded it. 
It will doubtless be accepted as the standard Introduction to the 
Old Testament, written from the unmodified standpoint of the Graf- 
Wellhausen school. It is the most elaborate introduction to the Old 
Testament written from that standpoint and it represents the state 
of Old Testament interpretation, as worked out by that school, at the 
present time. It is a complete and up-to-date handbook of the science 
of Old Testament criticism from that point of view. 

1 Lehrbuch der Einleitung in das Alle Testament, mit einem Anhang iiber die Apokry- 
phen und Pseudepigraphen. [Sammlung theologischer Lehrbucher.] Von C. Steuer- 
nagel. Tubingen: Mohr, 1912. xvi+869 pages. M. 20. 
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The author follows the beaten track in the conception of his task and 
in its main outlines. The text of the Old Testament is given 85 pages; 
the Canon, 10 pages; the individual books, 670 pages; and the balance 
goes to the Apocrypha. There is need of a thoroughgoing history of the 
rise of the Old Testament literature, showing what forces co-operated 
to produce each great literary movement and how the literature in turn 
contributed to the progress of thought in Israel. We should like also 
to see a discussion of the literary history of Israel in relation to the history 
of literature in the oriental world as a whole. Did the Old Testament 
literature develop in independence of all contemporaneous literature, 
or can it be understood fully apart from a consideration of the literary 
influence of the oriental world ? The recent discovery of an Aramaic 
ed'tion of the story of Ahikar which antedates every other known form 
of the story is one of the evidences of the existence of a world-litera- 
ture in the Orient; Hence arises one of the "burning questions" 
which an introduction to the Old Testament ought not to leave wholly 
out of consideration as this one practically does. But for the perform- 
ance of Dr. Steuernagel's task as he himself conceived it, we have in the 
main nothing but praise. It is a work upon which he may feel well 
content to have expended twelve years of thought and labor. 

One of the outstanding characteristics of the author's method is seen 
in the large amount of space devoted to a detailed analysis of the contents 
of each document or book. For example, of 21 pages devoted to the 
Book of Judges, 16 are spent upon its analysis; and in the consideration 
of Jeremiah, 28 pages out of 41 are analytical. The value of this lies 
in the fact that the basis for the author's general conclusions is laid 
before our eyes. We are in direct touch with the facts themselves. 
Another praiseworthy characteristic is the exercise of excellent judgment 
upon most of the debatable issues that present themselves in such an 
undertaking as this. For example, he refuses to tie himself to any 
metrical scheme for Old Testament poetry and recognizes the necessity 
for great caution in the use of meter as a guide in either textual or literary 
criticism. He is certainly right again in refusing to agree with Duhm 
and Marti to the transfer of much of the prophetic literature to the 
second century B.C. He lays down an excellent set of guiding principles 
in the task of testing the genuineness of passages in the prophetic 
literature. He is much less radical in the excision of passages as later 
accretions than is the majority of scholars at the present time. This 
is a step, on the whole, in the right direction, though it may be difficult 
to persuade some of us to accept the Isaianic origin of passages like 
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Isa. 4:2-6; 9:1-6; 11:1-9. He seems to go too far in this direction, too, 
in his treatment of Ecclesiastes. In reaction from Siegfried's multiple 
analysis, he insists upon the essential unity of the book, attempting to 
account for the inconsistencies and contradictions in the thought by 
taking the book as the record of the experiences of a versatile man 
throughout a long life. The reasoned analysis of McNeile and Barton 
seems much more trustworthy here. 

Steuernagel in this volume makes further application of the change 
of persons as a guide to analysis which he first utilized in his studies 
upon Deuteronomy. By means of this test he discriminates between 
the author speaking in the first person and an editor in the third person 
in Amos, chaps. 7-9, where 7:10-17 is ascribed to an editor; in Hos. 
2:16-25; in Ecclesiastes, and elsewhere. This seems like a very uncer- 
tain principle; for consistently to suppose a change of source wherever 
a change of person supervenes unexpectedly, would introduce chaos 
into all our critical procedure. However, Steuernagel's application 
of this test to Hosea has brought him to an interesting interpretation of 
chaps. 1 and 3. The former is taken as the editor's narrative of Hosea's 
marital experience, while the latter is Hosea's own personal account of 
the same. Each supplements the other. Hosea did not go through 
with two unfortunate marriages, nor did he marry a woman, only to 
have her leave him for another, from whom his love forced him to buy 
her back. It is one experience twice told. This adds one more to the 
many hypotheses regarding Hosea's wedded life and one for which there 
is much to be said. 

In the treatment of Micah, Steuernagel has independently arrived 
at almost the same conclusions regarding Micah's share as those pre- 
sented in my recently published commentary in the "International 
Critical Series." He differs in assigning to Micah the additional material 
1:7, n; 4:9, 106, and 6:1-8. Similar essential agreement between us 
prevails regarding later additions to Zephaniah, Nahum, and Malachi. 

The attitude of the author toward prophetic psychology is rather 
obscurantistic. He declares that the claim of the prophets to have 
been the mouthpiece of God was objectively justified since their words 
brought about the advance of religion and ethics in Israel. Yet not 
the words of the prophet were inspired, but the prophet himself. This 
was effected, not by Yahweh speaking directly to the prophet, but 
by reason of the fact that he from the very beginning prepared the 
spirit of the prophet in a special way, and continuously so brought the 
course of events to bear upon him as to develop a peculiarly prophetic 
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spirit within him. Such prophetic inspiration was consistent with all 
kinds of human errors and weaknesses. There is evidently no clearly 
defined conception of inspiration in Steuernagel's mind. 

The book is characterized by independence of judgment throughout. 
It covers, in the nature of the case, so wide a range of topics that it is 
impossible that any man should be able to command general assent to 
all of his positions. But there are few works of so comprehensive a 
character as this which call forth as little dissent and adverse criticism as 
this is likely to evoke. It is a minor fault that the spelling of English 
names and book-titles is very defective and that the citations of English 
books are rather of a haphazard sort; many English works of much value 
are not mentioned, and some that are mentioned had better have been 
omitted. But notwithstanding this, it is a book that every English 
scholar will wish to have. 

J. M. Powis Smith 

University of Chicago 



STUDIES IN PROPHECY 1 

Dr. Welch's book discusses the stories of J and E, prophecy before 
Amos, the prophecies of Amos, Hosea, and Isaiah, and the Deuteronomic 
reform. This shows the title to be too broad for the contents; for the 
prophecy of the ninth and eighth centuries b.c. was only a part, howbeit 
the most important part, of the religion of those centuries, and the 
prophets, Micah, Zephaniah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Jeremiah, and 
Ezekiel also wrought under the Kingdom. Yet there is a certain unity 
in Amos, Hosea, Isaiah, and Deuteronomy, for the latter is a com- 
promise between the ideals of the former and the traditions of the priest- 
hood at Jerusalem. 

The lectures show much hard work and praiseworthy independence 
of judgment. The standpoint of Dr. Welch is that of the historical 
method, in that he accepts the results of the literary criticism of the 
Old Testament. But he is a cautious and conservative critic. Indeed, 
he seems hardly to go beyond literary criticism. His historical criticism 
is weak and halting. He speaks much of the time more like a theologian 
than a genuine historian. He does not reckon sufficiently with the play 

1 The Religion of Israel under the Kingdom. (The Kerr Lectures delivered in 
the United Free Church, Glasgow, during session 1911-1912.) By Adam C. Welch. 
Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 191 2. xvi +306 pages. 

Der alttestamentliche Prophetismus. Drei Studien. By Ernst Sellin. Leipzig: 
Deichert, 1912. viii+252 pages. M. 5.80. 



